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INTRODUCTION

Representatives of the communion of the Porvoo Churches gathered for this Consultation in order to deepen their churches’ understanding of and collaboration in the diaconate.

The Porvoo Declaration, the foundation document of the communion between the Porvoo Churches, commits its signatory churches “to work towards a common understanding of diaconal ministry.”

The Consultation was encouraged to learn of developments which are taking place in the Porvoo Churches.  Both traditions are moving towards one another in their understanding of diaconal ministry, one of the fruits of the growing together of the churches.  In the Lutheran tradition, there is a growing awareness of the link between the deacon’s ministry and the worship of the church, and in the Anglican tradition, there is a growing awareness of the importance of the deacon as a herald of the gospel in word and action.

Within the strong Lutheran tradition of caritative diaconia, steps are currently being taken in some of the Baltic and Nordic Porvoo Churches towards integrating this into the ordained ministry.  Discussion is continuing in each church, and on the practical level there has been some sharing of diaconal ministries.  Within the Anglican tradition, there is a concern to take further the study and development of the distinctive diaconate which is flourishing in some dioceses.  In both traditions, there is on-going work on the understanding of ministry, ordained and lay.

The framework of the Consultation was based on eight questions which had previously been considered and approved by the Porvoo Primates’ Meeting held in Trondheim in October 2005.  The questions were as follows:

For Anglicans

· What diaconate does the presbyterate have and exercise?

· What is the relationship between the ministry of the Anglican Reader (or lay preacher or catechist) and the ministries of the Deacon and Priest?

· What range of theory and practice can be identified across the Anglican Communion?

For Lutherans

· What is the relationship of the Deacon to the ordained Pastorate and to various full-time lay ministers?

· What is the relationship between the caritative and liturgical functions of the Deacon?  What of the go-between ministry?

· If ordination to one order is ordination to the ministry, is a subsequent ordination to the priesthood a second ordination?

For Both

· What theological questions underlie the interchangeability of diaconal ministry?

· What do we mean by order?

The various papers given at the consultation will be available on the Porvoo Churches website: www.porvoochurches.org/last4years/index.htm
IDENTIFIED AREAS FOR JOINT STUDY AND ACTION

· How do we understand the relationship between the one-ness of the ministry [Porvoo Common Statement 32.j] and the differentiation of ministries?  (There are terminological issues to face in this context.)

· How can we grow in a deeper understanding of a three-fold ministry which is non-hierarchical?

· In what ways do the challenges of modern society make us aware of the missiological dimension of this go-between ministry in discerning the needs, hopes and concerns of the times?  [Hanover Report C.48]

· What means can be found to explore the breadth of expression found within our Churches of the charitable, liturgical and educational elements of diaconal ministry?

· What do we understand by the liturgical acts of ordination, consecration and commissioning?  (There are terminological issues to face in this context.)

· What are the issues raised by direct or sequential ordination to the presbyterate?

· How do we in our various ways make the educational requirements meet the profile of the diaconate?

· What can we learn from one another in forms of education, training and formation for diverse expressions of diaconal ministry?

· What issues are raised by a broadening of the diaconate in some churches to include such callings as youth worker or cantor?
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