PORVOO COMMUNION OF CHURCHES YOUTH LEADERS’ MEETING

22ND-23RD SEPTEMBER 2006 

GENERAL SYNOD OFFICE, EDINBURGH

Representatives from Scotland, England, Wales, Ireland, Sweden, Finland, Iceland and the Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe (EYCE) attended.

ISSUES RAISED

· The involvement of volunteers in countries which do not have a culture of volunteerism

· Finance

· The challenge of being in countries with high living standards

· Encouraging/enabling young people to stay with the church

RECOMMENDATIONS

Whilst it was tempting to do some “blue sky thinking” the recommendations were, in the main, possible- some were more short term goals than others.

· There is a need for a Youth Network:  

· to share stories across the churches

· to have a youth prayer cycle

· email contact to be set up when/where/if appropriate (child protection issues)

· to use EYCE

· There should be a Porvoo Youth Event perhaps every 3 years with a definite theme hosted by one country---funding through EYCE?

· National Youth events should be opened up to young people from other Porvoo churches

· There should be a Porvoo Youth Leaders’ and  separate Youth Workers’ Network: 

· visits

· events

· meetings with a specific theme/focus

· using email mostly

· ace-to-face occasionally

· Young people should be encouraged to discuss what Porvoo does/could mean for them

· Church websites should be linked

· There should be a Youth page on the Porvoo website :

· information

· secure resource sharing

· Finances: if the churches are serious about involving young people and providing for them then money and other resources need to be released (now or asap!)

