PORVOO COMMUNION OF CHURCHES LAY LEARNING CONSULTATION

28TH-29TH SEPTEMBER 2007
GENERAL SYNOD OFFICE, EDINBURGH
Representatives from Scotland, England, Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, Iceland, Finland and Norway participated

1. AREAS OF CONVERGENCE

spirituality

ways to communicate

‘modern’ ways of believing

articulation of personal experience

educational methodology

need for those training clergy to use different methods

move from the didactic

use of the internet

crossover: learning/worship

patterns of decline

no despair/challenge

new ways of ‘doing’ church
lifelong learning is no longer jargon
2. AREAS OF DIVERGENCE

Place of the Church in Scandinavia- but also the sense that “we pay for this” therefore can expect/demand more?

closer to secular society than in UK/Ireland 

Deep feeling that Church has to be there (not in urban UK and Ireland but rural UK/Ireland are different)

More than 50% of under 40s in Scotland never been inside a church – no direct contact: how can the unchurched be reached?
Lay teaching is for lay ministry in the UK/Ireland and for those volunteering

Costs of learning (high in UK/Ireland): financial resources of each church
Individual joining – less sense of community (UK/Ireland)

Place of Confirmation – consequences for adult growth/formation

Schools’ relationship with the Church
3. RESOURCES

Potential : share models



 share ideas



 share practice



 share ways of reflecting which will help rethink models of ministry

Establish a Porvoo emailing network to share resources, ideas, good practice, discussion forum
There are lay people who want to learn, there are people who want to teach therefore, harness the energy

Has to be seen as an investment: net cost worth it

4. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PORVOO CHURCHES

Consider the role of adult education in each church
· give this more prominence: mainstream it : it is a high priority

   relate much more to the on-going life of the Church  i.e. not a separate track exercise

· implications for lay and ordained

· methodology of education is of equal concern as content

· not just a didactic content. 

· important to use current Adult Education methods

· different training methods for clergy need to be devised  as there will be a knock-on

   effect regarding the way clergy then teach others: current clergy training methodology  

   encourages instruction/informing but little emphasis on how people learn
· should be an emphasis on experiential, affective learning vis a vis cerebral

· need to go beyond just communicating information.
Continuation of producing good tools and resources
Use of the internet
· for outreach; education; formation

· to access teaching/learning websites e.g. ReJesus website

· to create a formation network

Encourage sharing of ideas and models

To be the subject of a future Porvoo Theological Conference

e.g. What is the distinctive nature of Christian communication compared with communications?

